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 Every five years, school districts around 
the state must have an external evaluation 
from other educators from around the state.  
The purpose is to ensure school districts have 
developed appropriate goals for the district 
and are working to meet those goals.  The 
School Improvement Planning (SIP) commit-
tee has worked for five years in preparation 
for the external review.  In 2013, the SIP 
committee started by reviewing academic 
data and used that data to develop goals 
for the school district to work on.  Those 
goals were taken to the entire staff and 
each staff member developed a strategy for 
their individual classroom to meet the goals 
established.  Staff members kept data on 
how well their strategy was working.  If nec-
essary, the goal and/or strategy was adjust-
ed based on the academic data that staff 
collected.  In addition to review of the data, 
the SIP committee surveyed students, staff, 
parents, and patrons to determine their per-
ception of how was Tri County doing on a 
variety of topics.  Staff members reviewed 
the data to help make decisions on changes 
that need to be made at the school district. 

 The external team spent a day at Tri 
County to review all of the data, interview 
students and staff, and observe staff mem-
bers in action in their classroom.  The external 
team was very complimentary of Tri County 
Public Schools in their external report.  The 
team was impressed with the staff and how 
they worked with the students at Tri County.  
They also felt the use of individual learning 

strategies was more effective than everyone 
doing the same thing in different curricular 
areas.  The external team had several recom-
mendations for the staff members.  The first 
was to continue to focus on those strategies 
and adapt/adjust them based on student 
needs and changes in the curriculum.  Do not 
stop using them since the five year cycle is 
over.  The team recommended that the dis-
trict review the curriculum from a K-12 per-
spective to make sure that there is uniformity 
of what is taught and that curricular stand-
ards are being met.  

 Starting in 2018-2019, the school district 
will begin the accreditation process again 
with analyzing data to determine the needs 
of students, establish goals, and develop 
plans to achieve those goals. 

Tri County Public Schools Accreditation Review 



Title I Meeting 

On December 12th at 6:00 in the Me-
dia Center, parents and guardians of 
elementary students are invited to at-
tend a short Title I informational meet-
ing.  Topics will include funding, 
school improvement, school involve-
ment and much more. 

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT: 

Tri County Public School does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, marital status, disability, or age or in admis-
sion or access to, or treatment of 

employment or educational programs and activities.  The following 
person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the School 
District’s non-discrimination policies: the superintendent of schools, 
who may be contacted in writing at Tri County Public Schools, 72520 
Hwy 103, DeWitt, Nebraska, 68341, by e-mail at 
randy.schlueter@tricountyschools.org or by telephone at (402) 683-
2037. 



Online Donation 
The Tri County Public School District is pleased to introduce 
a new program call e-Funds for Schools.  Tri County Public 
Schools will list TeamMates as an option which will allow 
families to donate directly to the Tri County chapter with a 
single payment.  e-Funds offers various options for parents/
guardians who choose to make payments on-line and is extreme-
ly user friendly. You have the flexibility to make a payment at 
any time through the school's website.The e-Funds For Schools 
service is offered to you by a third party service provider and 
they charge for processing your payment(s), similar to other on-
line banking services. The district does not request or keep rec-
ords of family checking or credit card account information. 

The "e-Funds For Schools" electronic payment service is provid-
ed to the school by a third party service provider. The service 
provider has a nominal fee for their service. There is a $1.00 
transaction convenience fee for each electronic checking pay-
ment that you make. The system carries a Non-Sufficient 
Funds (NSF) charge if the payment is “bad”. For payments 
made by credit or debit card, there is a convenience fee of 
$2.65 per each $100 increment in the transaction. When you 
setup your account, please review your options carefully.  

You are in full control of your account and can make a payment 
at any time that is convenient for you. No payments will be al-
lowed without your knowledge and authorization through this 
secure payment system.  The e-Funds For School site is secure 
and uses industry standard data encryption. 

 

How does e-Funds for Schools work? 
* Families set up and maintain their own logins, passwords, and 

payment preferences. Your account information is retained in 
a password-protected file.  

* Payments from a credit card or checking account may easily 
be set up.  

* Donations may be recurring payment or donors may opt to 
make a one-time payment.  

* The program offers various types of payment to families that 
include but are not limited to instructional materials, field trip 
fees, yearbook fees, graduation fees, and of course food ser-
vice payments. The system may be expanded to include other 
fees as well.  

You will be able to access e-Funds by logging into the school 
website, www.tricountyschools.org, and hover on the Communi-
ty link and select TeamMates.  From there you will select 
"New Users" and complete the registration process. Once that is 
complete, you can click on the TeamMates donation button and 
make your donation to the program. 

 

Direct Donation 
Patrons may bring their donation to the Tri County district of-
fice.  The donation will be received along with the donor infor-
mation and that will be sent to the chapter treasurer who will 
forward your tax deductible information to the chapter office. 

 

Commodity Donation 
Area farmers can donate an amount of grain or livestock  to the 
TeamMates organization through their local cooperative.  The 
dollar amount for the grain will come to the district office and 
the information will be sent to the chapter treasurer and the tax 
donation will be sent to the individual making the donation. 

Farmers and livestock producers can save significant taxes by 
donating commodities such as grain and/or livestock to the Tri 
County TeamMates program.  TeamMates is a mentoring pro-
gram for students in grades three through six in the elementary 
school.  Producers who wish to donate portions of their crops or 
livestock directly to TeamMates  not only benefit their commu-
nity, but are able to benefit from tax savings.  This savings may 
be greater than if they had sold the commodity and then donated 
a portion of the proceeds. 

When an agricultural producer transfers legal ownership of the 
commodity to a charity before it is sold, the producer will not 
have taxable income from a sale, thus minimizing taxes.  Tax 
savings may be realized on federal income tax, state income tax 
and self-employment tax, depending on the producer’s specific 
circumstances. 

Farmers or ranchers wanting their gift to benefit their communi-
ty should consider giving to the Tri County TeamMates chapter.  
They should check with their accountants to determine whether 
a contribution of commodities is appropriate to their tax situa-
tion. 

 

Farmers Can Receive Tax Benefits From Charita-
ble Contributions of Commodities 

Cash basis farmers can take the standard deductions and still 
receive a tax benefit from charitable contributions.  To get these 
benefits, farmers must make charitable contributions in unsold 
commodities rather than cash.  This technique might also cut 
social security taxes if the contribution in commodities reduces 
income below the social security earnings base. 

To make this strategy work, the taxpayer must: 

 Be a cash-basis taxpayer.   

 Contribute the commodity, not the sale proceeds.  Con-
tribute the unsold commodity to the charity.  Deliver 
the grain or livestock to the elevator or sale barn, and 
have the title or warehouse receipt made out in the 
name of the charity. 

 Be an active farmer.  This technique works for active 
producers who have raised the commodity as inventory.  
It does not apply to retired farmers who may have re-
ceived gain on a crop-share lease.  That grain has a 
rental status which is distinguished from business in-
come and prevents transfer under the charitable rules. 

 The taxpayer should review the transaction with his or 
her CPS or tax advisor in advance. 

Donate to Tri County TeamMates!! 

There are several ways to donate to the Tri County TeamMates chapter.  Each is listed below with di-
rections on how to make the donation.  All donations are tax deductible and the tax form will be sent to 
the donor from the TeamMates state office.  The donation methods are: 



 Can you believe it?! This is the final newsletter of the first 
semester. Where has the time gone? Our students are continuing to 
work hard, and I want to remind everyone our students only have four 
weeks of school left prior to the end of the semester. Also a reminder 
for both parents and students is that semester tests will be held on 
December 21st and 22nd. Our schedule will be altered to allow stu-
dents enough time to complete the exams, and on Friday, December 
22nd, school will release at 1 p.m. The administrative team will be 
cooking breakfast for all students PK-12 on December 21st starting at 
7:30 a.m. The menu will consist of pancakes, bacon, and eggs. I hope 
everyone will come and enjoy! 

 As students return from their holiday break, on January 3-4 
we are going to use our semester test schedule to provide our students 
two days of a Career Readiness Rally! During the two days students 
will be completing NeSA and ACT practice exams, as well as visiting 
with invited guests who will be visiting classes to discuss possible ca-
reer choices and other possibilities for our students. These two days 
are meant to allow our students to explore and prepare for a competi-
tive world, and then use the skills they acquire to assist them as they 
prepare for their futures. All students in grades 7-12 will be participat-
ing. We are looking forward to providing these opportunities for our 
students.  

 Our Career and Technical Education(CTE) departments 
have been working on what is called a reVision grant sponsored by the 
Nebraska Department of Education. The grant will allow our CTE 
departments to evaluate our current curriculum and explore new ave-
nues to improve and develop a curriculum and possible innovative 
ways to prepare our students for their futures. This is a 3-5 year pro-
cess which started with a community/local business input meeting, 
which was held on November 16. Our reVision team sent out 100 
invites to area employers, post secondary institutions, and workforce 
agencies, and the team looked for suggestions as to how to better pre-
pare our students now and in the future. The reVision team is excited 
to be working on this project, and hopes to see a positive outcome for 
our school.   

 Students have been and will continue to be showing their 
talents throughout the next few of months. The holiday concert is on 
December 18th at 7:00 p.m. I want to remind you the concert will be a 
combined vocal and instrumental concert. This is a special night, and 
I’m sure that our students will do their best. The 2018 Speech Team 
season will begin in January. Both students and sponsors are ready to 
show off their skills and prepare for a state tournament bid in March.  

Our winter sports season will be getting into full gear with 
basketball and wrestling. I would ask that people come out and support 
our student/athletes. They deserve the support for all the hard work 
and time they put into preparing for each contest. Our Play Production 
members will be looking for a chance to compete at state. I want to 
wish all participants vocal, instrumental, and winter student/athletes 
the best of luck for success...put forth your best effort every day! 

 A reminder of a Holiday Activity schedule change with Tri 
County girls/boys basketball teams. The teams will not be competing 
in a Holiday Tournament this year. Tri County will host Diller-Odell 
on December 29th at 3 p.m. The FFA/FFA Alumni will be having 

their Annual Pancake Supper during the games as well.  

 I want to take time to wish everyone a safe and wonderful 
holiday season. Take time to enjoy some time away from school, and 
relish the time you have with your family. I would like to also wish 
everyone a Happy 2018 as well!  

 

 Athletic Director Notes…... 
 

 Junior High WR and Junior High GBB have started their seasons 
and they are excited and doing well! Great job Junior High! Out-
standing participation as well… 

 First varsity winter sports contests will be as follows: Thursday, 
November 30 will showcase the wrestling team @ Palmyra and 
girls & boys basketball teams @ Wilber.  

 The TCEA will be hosting their annual Pork BBQ on Friday, 
December 8th when we host Southern @ 5pm 

 The TC Athletic Booster Club will host their Annual Soup Supper 
on Friday, December 15 starting @ 5pm when we host Johnson-
Brock. 

 The FFA Alumni will be hosting a pancake supper on Friday, 
December 29th when we host Diller-Odell @ 3pm. 

 The TC Foundation will host the Waffleman on Friday, January 
19 vs Fillmore Central. Start time will be 5pm.  

 The Annual PTO Nacho Bar will be held on Thursday, January 
25th vs Lourdes Central Catholic with a start time of 5pm. 

 Please continue to support our athletes and all activities this win-
ter…Stay positive and respect those around you…Demonstrate 
great sportsmanship!  BE RELENTLESS!  

 One Act had a successful campaign and I want to thank them for 
representing Tri County so well! Thanks also to Mrs. Smith, Mrs. 
Steinhoff, our Play Production Co-Directors. This year's play was 
very well done by all involved. Our students have done a fantastic 
job.  

 Please come and enjoy our holiday concerts…December 18th (7-
12 Vocal & Instrumental) beginning at 7:00pm. 

 No Holiday Tournament this year…We play Diller-Odell on De-
cember 29th starting at 3pm with JV girls and boys.  

 The Trojan Wrestling team will be hosting their annual Tri Coun-
ty Invitational Dual Tournament on January 5 & 6, 2018. There 
will be some exciting wrestling...come out and enjoy! 

From the Desk of the  Secondary Principal / ATHLETIC DIRECTOR…. 
Matt Uher 



It is crazy to think that Christmas is just around the 
corner.  Seems just like yesterday it was the first day of 
school in mid-August.  I do have to say, it has been a great 
first semester at Tri County Elementary.  I cannot thank the 
students, parents and staff enough for all of their efforts.  
Thank you, thank you! 

Speaking of thanking people, I would like to thank the 
Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) for their efforts during 
the cookie dough sales.  Once again, they topped their highest 
amount of cookie dough sold.  After all expenses, the PTO will 
clear $6,500 - $7,000!  It is amazing to watch a group of 
committed parents come together and work so hard.  Keep in 
mind, all the money that is raised comes back to benefit the 
students at the school.  Again PTO, we cannot thank you 
enough!  The next PTO meeting is scheduled for January 15th 
at 6:30 PM.  We hope all parents can make the next meeting. 

Tri County Elementary students met their October 
goal by each class receiving forty “high five” awards.  For a 
reward, students were able to wear their costumes to school 
on Halloween.  Students had a blast!  LJ Wiedner was the win-
ner of the halloween costume contest.  LJ was dressed as a 
scary gargoyle.  Congrats LJ!  During the month of November, 
the goal has been set at fifty “high five” awards per class.  If 
students reach their goal of fifty, each classroom will have a 
popcorn party.  Good luck students! 

We are still looking for people to volunteer and be 
mentors at Tri County through the newly adopted TEAM-
MATES chapter.  If you are interested, please contact me at 
the school.  To be a mentor you will need to have a background 
check and take a short course to qualify.  Also, the Tri County 
TEAMMATES chapter is taking donations to help fund its 

future endeavors.  Again, please contact me if you are inter-
ested in giving. 

  As I have already mentioned, I want to thank 
everyone involved in making the first semester a great one!  I 
want to wish you all an upcoming Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.  I hope you all are able to get some deserved time 
off from work and a lot of time with friends and family.  
Thank you all and never hesitate to call the elementary office 
if you need assistance with anything.   

From the Desk of the  Elementary Principal…. 
Jesse Gronemeyer 

Upcoming Important Dates: 

 Elementary Music Program - December 12th 

 K-3 Program @ 7:00 PM 

 4-6 Program @ 8:00 PM 

 Preschool Christmas Program - December 21st @ 9:00 
AM in the High School Cafeteria 

 Last day of first Semester - December 22nd - 1:00 PM 
Dismissal 

 School Resumes - January 3rd   

 PTO Meting - January 15th @ 6:30 PM ‐Ac vity Center 

 PTO Nacho Bar - January 25th 

From the Guidance Counselor….  
Betsy Spilker 

 

 Sophomores are currently doing a “Job Shadow”/ Ca-
reer Interest Unit with Mrs. Spilker and Mrs. Steinhoff.  Soph-
omores are given an excused absence to spend visiting some-
one in a field they are interested in pursuing when they gradu-
ate from High School.  Some students know right away what 
they would be interested in “Shadowing” and others don’t.  It 
can be a very “aha” moment for a student to realize this is 
something I could do for a career. 

 If you would be willing to let a Sophomore “Shadow” 
you at your job, or you believe another member of your family 
that lives near Tri County would be willing to do this, please 
contact Betsy Spilker at betsy.spilker@tricountyschools.org.  
She is keeping a file of possibilities to help the students in this 
process. 

 

    There is an ACT          
date of December 9.  The 

next test is February 10 and 
the deadline to register is       

January 12.  Students      
need to remember to NOT 
take their cellphone to the 

test and remember               
to  have a paper copy  of 

their admission ticket and a 
photo ID. 



TRI COUNTY STUDENTS CONDUCT FOOD DRIVE 

 

The Tri County FFA Chapter, FBLA Chapter and the TC Stu-
dent Council teamed up  to conduct a community food drive 
on Tuesday, November 7th.  The members visited residents 
in Plymouth, DeWitt and Swanton.  The Tri County students 
collected 1,200 pounds of food to deliver to the food pantry 
at St. Johns Lutheran Church in Beatrice.  Approximately 35 
youth participated.  The project was conducted prior to the 
many needs of individuals before Thanksgiving.  Karen 
Mains, coordinator for the Gage Co. Food Pantry said the 
student's donation was the largest from one organization at 
one time in recent history. 

FFA President Tiffany Pearson thanked all the students who 
helped but really appreciated all the generosity shown by the 
communities for the project. 

 

 The Tri County One-Act Play Production team won the Osceola One-ACT Festival with their production of AND OTH-
ERS by Dennis Bush, on Wednesday, November 8th in Osceola. TC competed against eleven other productions, and in addi-
tion to placing first, also came away with the Best Actress Award won by Tiffany Pearson.  Outstanding Performance recogni-
tions were received by Brianna Connelly, Savannah Gerlach, and Brandon Beeson. 
     The TC One-Act Team will compete at the Pioneer Conference One-Act Competition in Pawnee City on November 15th; 
then November 21st at Lincoln High and November 28that Nebraska City Lourdes for Districts. Break a leg, TC!!!! 





 

Tri County Education Association 
Annual Barbecue 

Friday, December 8th, 2017 

Serving during the  
Tri County vs. Southern 

Girls and Boys Basketball Games 
  

BBQ Pork Sandwich, Baked Beans, Chips, 
Brownies and Drink 

 
4:30p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Cost: $6.00 per person 
 

All proceeds go toward the TCEA Scholarship 
Fund! 













 


